COMPTRQLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON

June 11, 1940. =

The Honorable, | et

The Seeretary of the Interier. U

8irs . _ | e
| I have your letter of May 11, 1940, as followss

"four communicetion of April 23, 1940 (B-9460) 1s at hand,
relating to an item ccntained in the Second Deficiency Act approved
May 2, 1939 (Publie No. 61, 76th Conmyress), providing an additional
sum for The Alaska Reilroad ag followsy '+ # # including $45,000
for replacénent of a warehouse destroyed by fire, $200,600 %o oon—
tinue avallable until expended,' -

“"Ypon rurthar consideratinn af the 'letter fron this Department
to your office; dated April 3, 1940, relating to expenditure of raile
rosd funds in addition to the above mentioned sum of $45,000 appro-
priated, in the construction of & warehouse, I am doubtful that this
letter contained a statement of conditions sufficient to afford ths
clear and complete view which it was desired to bring to the notice -

- of your office at that times Your attention is tharefore now invited
to the .follmring mview of eircumstances affecting the caze.

w1t i3 of course uell understood that in making neceaaary ox~
penditures for The Alasks Railroad from time to time, payments have

been made principally from funds derived from the Railresad's operations

{such as freight, passenger and express services, ete.), which funde
have been appropriated yearly 'for every expsnditure requisite for and
incident to the authorized work of The Alaska Railroad # » # to cone

' tl!me avaﬁa’blo until expended.

" #Since the estimated reveénues and ¢iber receipts of the Railroad
have not besen adequate to cover sll necedsary expenditures, the
estimates presented annually te Congress for appropriations have con-

templated that the amount requested to be appropriated from the Preasury.
are sums requlred in excess of the revenues, ote., collected from time

to time by the Railroad.

"In the case in question, due to heavy lose through the partial
degiruction of its main warehouse, located at Anchorage, Alasia, with-
nost of its contents, and the urgent need for immediate construction

of 4 building, and replenishment of the store of supplies, an estimste
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was forwarded to Congress asking appropriation of the additionsl

. gmounts requireds This wes followed by the Deficiency Appropria-

" tion of Hay 2, 1939, mtioned in the recent aomsponum with
ycur ofﬁae.

. "It is the purpoce of this letter to bring to the attanti.ﬂn of
your office at this time, circumstances which mey affect your con=
gideration of the tase. In addition to the conditions hereinbefore

mentioned, indicating that Treasury funds have been pade available

' to.The Alaska Railroad only as sdditional or supplemental to the
o _funds derived from its revenyes, etec,, and ususlly for similar pur-

© “poses, it is mggosted that the appropriatian nade specifically 'to
- supply deficiencies in certain appropriations for the fiseal year
ending June 30, 1939 and for prior fiscal years, to provide supple=
mental appropriations for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1939 and
. Juné 30, 1940, and for other purposes‘®, &s set forth im the title of

the second Deficiency Appropriation Act of 1939, approved May 2, 1939,
did not exclude the use of other funds of the Alacka Railroad before
or a.t'eer the date of snch approprigtion..

“Ihe sum of $45,000 was found 16 ba inaﬂeqmtu to cover the
entire cost of construction of the building coneidered to be necessary;
therefors additional azountd wore drawp from the funds dex'ived frog
revenues, ate,

. "I am advised that the smtire sum of m,ooo pmidad £or The
Alaska Railromt by the Second Deficlency Act, approved May 2, 1939,
wus traneferred to The Alaska Bailroad Special Fund (Sysbol 143:6700)

Yor disbursement, in sceordance with procediire presemted by your officets

letter A-35,435 af March 11, 1931, The payients for construction of &
wsrehouse made from The Alaska Railread Special E‘amd, exceeded 845,000,
the additional smount being regerded as available in that fund, derived
frem other sources, aminly receipts of operations; this being in ac—
cordance with the customary practice in the utillszation of the rail-
roefi’'s funds for authorized purpeses.

"Rith regard to the sntim amount. of 8260,090, ptoﬁded by the
deficlency apsropriation, the record shows the utilization of §45,000
thereof for the warehouse conmstruction and $1,000 for pi{nting and
tinding. The balance of $154,000 was used zor repair of the steamer
'Alice? and for replenishing the stock of suppliss destroyed by fire
&3 shows by the following figures which represent the total amounta
expended for these purpeses, the amounts over and-above $154,000 being
charged to revenues available for such purpeses in the Almska Ra.ilrcaé
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B~9460 ‘ -3

- SAmounta emmi&d %o replenish stoek dastmyed by fires

6{?0333.'1@8 ﬁﬂﬁ Gm storage Suppllﬁs .o-o--o-oooooc-oo.aucoow,fﬂ
. clet'm and trade EOOGS cuveivssvossisnccvsosssscscnnenisne 6,500
Hﬂﬁﬂrlal for repairs 0. ;'aﬁroad unmaﬁt essees s EsIRELS 5’000
: gm‘ ﬂupplies, ‘hm]ﬁ, eto nocbo&‘b;ocuoooo-qo'onocaonnh 7,5‘%
Bul%, Buﬁﬂ, '&8}1@!’8, rive‘&a, €liGe sossnvrcssnesastosesesca ‘,209
Roﬂoy bare m" mﬂckﬂ. pulleya, 0“. o-ooootpocootoo-ocoo 5,7"
Lu!x’ica'&ing oils, Xedsnd, €1Cs ssavivscsivrcsncecnsssrcens 2,8“
lltsnsils snd equipment for boardinmg houses and - ,
d‘lning cans nnot.ucctooo.nooo.unco.-ouo-oo.oso 4 m
 Haterial th repa:hm to roadway equipment ececivcesssocecere 42,509
Rlﬂc‘brid:al 3“9:’113' PR A S T P Y T TR SRR P RS T 11,
‘I'GIBgtaph and t@hphﬂm auppliea Sesvesssessrsssrsasedicie 1 200
Material for repsirs to steamshovel equipment,
cmm‘, ete B Y Y P R T Y Y 1'2,759
M&terial for repairs to floating aqui}m@ﬂt eesoscssensssnie 1 280
Sta‘hionezy $resensiersacssssresRsestissnstIIsNITR LN ny 1 EOG

Total ssssvsrsssssersinnccsionnes 32.1.'?,230

The c.os% ,o_f' reopairs to Ste_ama: ALICE aaounted to -;..q{...-. 314,159 -61
Yt is ;unaatﬁd that further consideration be: givén ty your

office to ths request in my letter of April 3, 1940, far advice
as to whether payments for the warehouse made by disbursing agents
of The Algska Railread, above ths amount. of $45,000 will be approved
by your ofﬁce. o
 4a stated in the letter of mﬂ 23, 1940, to you, the established
rule is that & p;g;@rogriatim _fer & specific objest is availgble for

that object to the exclusion of & more general appropriation and that

the exhaustion of a specific appropriation does not authorize charging

the excess payment to a more general appropriation. 1 ﬁm. Gens 312;
4 1. 4705 5 ide 399; 7 i8. 400. For that reason it was stated in the
sald letter that credit wuld not be allowed for any payments for the
construction of the warehouss in excess of 45,000 since the Gonéwgsn
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.'8-91.66 S -4..

| | h&d apae:li’hﬁny &ncluded an appmprinﬁon of that m in m
"-'mcmd Baﬁeiew Apprepria%mn Ant, fiaeal year 1999. o
| @er&tiﬂﬁ *wenms of the Ala:
miated yeul;r, a.s Tor the' ﬁSenl year 1%339, "Fet every expcmmm __
. z‘eeauiaiﬁ# for and. inci&ent tn tfm mthorued werk of ‘ths :u.asim Rail‘-" '

eroad @gmu}J.y m anpra\-\ N

road, including min&emm, amrataon, ahd inpromaaﬁn of raﬂratﬁua

.:m Rnska * a * fbr the ynrmac of prmm aﬁéitwm fwmtiu |
Ew tm ig ‘,gortatmn ef W%, wsengGrS, er mdl, __uima demd

v ""(A,‘.'?‘ -

mcessary # * * ’w eantimu avazlable ma‘;il expwﬁad;* Ehu ap;::'o-— .

pr;m,im fk-m the generﬂ M of the Tmaem»y, a8 semt&nad m m

. ,‘ E~"{f'

3 Smond Defisteney Appmpmm Aot, fiscal your 1999, was mmsmf.ea
by reason of the éefbrmtiﬁa Yy fire of tha m@em god 1Lts eonmm,

omd the fach thaﬁ révenues of the mm mﬂr«a were not aamsi&r-d
suffisient to nest the axﬁsmor dinary expmmm mm.mz in mu re~
wlaemnt ’&hemat. : _ e

is .wm seint out. in y‘eur lemer, the aﬁenné Beneieney Apprﬁyx'ia-

tien Aeb, fi,seal yeax 1%9, m 8o &ch “ﬁaﬁng mg:ropmtimns w supp]y

| dsms,mma z’m sertais ﬁppmimiahmm fo;* '%hn fiseal 'year anﬁmg June
35, 2.939, anﬂ for. priar tibezl years, to prwida aupplma%al app)m-

 pristions for tis fiseal years ending Juse 30, 1939, aud June 30, 90,

 am fm‘ othir purposes, 9 and the sum of 3&0@,&& aporouriated therein

%




' -ta tkw Alaaka mm*m wag mwa,'w'ﬁe "ui additiaml amount %* ® "
m tmzry expemitqra requisite fm- wd/ﬁne.tdent to the cm,horm
d # # w inclnmg w,emﬁ for mplamn@

mrk of the uam B@ j 
-afawmhamdeattoysﬂlvﬁrc“ ; ”ginthl ugmmt»tmm

of 32@0,0@0 was :w emwitma mﬂmiomx te ar 13 e!eaﬂs er mae

:raz- mteh mwnueu m am:mﬂn, Wru is, of saarse, soag ha.ai.a for E

' tha m'l that, tha speeiﬂ@ emnrlr.ixm of 8&3,009 m a limitatien not |

on thc ecmphted coﬂ of t.ho wmhouse hu’c rather on the 1Wsea for '

_mhtmm,mmﬁbdmd._""_ _
The mttor ia mﬁ eatimxy fre)mmm dmzm, m ixa view of tiw

' atamenta eantained in your h‘hter, fwviug regard t‘er the ma& au-..

tharity of ‘the Ahaka mz.rm :Ln tzm e.xpenéitura ot operatin; mvanuga, -

. anél eansmms tm& the mrk imolné apparently !ma been comphw,
this oﬁla uﬂl m‘c fnrthor uﬁ;}oeﬁ %a uthcﬂiu propor azpen«ﬁtunu
mch in cemectian witﬁ ‘the aomtmtiaﬁ n.f em mrehom froa ﬁmdt
darimé £m rewrmu in adﬁitioa ta ths w,cm apgwprriam from the
genarxl fund ef the TNaeury' fnr thah purpoae. It is suxgosud, hmr-
evar, that in simﬁ.ar cases &riaing Iur&aftar meTe c}.ca:r and specifie
lagiahtim authority ba stmght in order to nvaid any quutien as to

i‘elm léaality of paymenm .

| mmﬁm, |

e | | ' (Sigried) R. N. Elliott. ,-"
e B . Acting Comptroller General

, l""';/ o L o of thn United Statea
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